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MEDIA RELEASE
December 2, 1987
UM RESEARCHER GETS NASA GRANT 
TO CONTINUE ECOLOGY S T U D IE S
M ISSOULA —-
Steve Running, a UM associate professor of forestry, has 
received a $131,979 grant from NASA to continue working on 
computer technology that will eventually allow scientists to 
predict man's impact on global habitability.
The grant is the second part of a $369,000, three-year 
project -- "Extrapolation of Process Models of Evapotranspiration 
and Net Primary Production of Coniferous Forests to Large Spatial 
Scales" -- that Running began in September 1986. This and three 
other NASA grants Running is concurrently directing are part of 
NASA's efforts to launch an Earth Observing System in 1995. 
Running has five Ph.D. students and a full-time research 
associate working with him on the grants.
In this study, Running is building a computer model from 
satellite pictures of the Seeley Swan basin. The methodology he 
is developing will track how vegetation reacts to changes in 
Earth's climate.
NASA sponsors the research because it's the only scientific 
agency equipped for global-scale studies, Running said.
Scientific workshops early in the decade, which focused on man's 
need to understand how he is changing Earth, gave impetus to the
more
running.rl -- 2 
studies.
Running represented NASA at a U.S. Department of Energy 
workshop on "Ecosystem Responses to Global Climatic Change" Oct. 
19-21 in Woods Hole, Mass. He teaches courses in silvics, forest 




local, dailies and Seeley Swan Pathfinder 
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